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Richmond Congress has preseniod Mr. Seddon, ihe
late War Beoretary, as guilly of gross swindling,
and the Richmond journals make statementa which add
to his guilt  We havs also some developmonts regarding
Goaeral Hood's Tennssses campaign. The Selma (Ala)
Miglaippian says that iwo regiments of I
army relurned fo Corinth with elghty-four mea
left oul of thirteen bundred. A robel naval foroe
of twelve officers and one hundred men was lately cap-
tured by the Unlouists st Smithfleld, Isle of Wight
county, Virginia. The Richmond Ewaminer announcos
that the negroes have caught quite a military fever in
that city, and that they are already forming organizations

of vol for service in the rebel armies.

AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING,

AOADENMY OF MUSIC
Matnes

Trvi
at Two o' Clock -}

UlA D1

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.—Tmm Live In-
avL Par.

WINTER GARDEN, Broadway. —Matinee ut Two o'Clock—

NEW BOWERY THEATRE, = e
e Bowery. —Brigaxp Quean.

T—Jiok Susrragp—Higan
WALLACK'S THEATRE, Brosdway.—Oaum or Lime
“o'r.lrlrw THEATRE, Broadway.—Tux Sruzxrs or Nzw

BOWERY THEATRE, Bo ,—Dang Tnor—Mipmigar
Waron—Sewerus nnnwm-u.laa at Two o'Clock.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadwag. —Lors.
BARNU MUSEUM. Brosdway.—Two Mauworn Fir
SxEL 9 Boy. A
Jamr ¥V and Evening.

BRYANTS' MINSTR Mochanios’ Hall, 473 Broad.
Way. orian Bongs, Dawoms, Bemiusquis, &¢.—Live

WOOD'S MINSTREL HALL, 514 Broadway. —Srazwrs or
Naw Youx—Tus Pray Bit—Ermioriax Sosus, Dances, &o.

SALLE DIAROLIQUE, 886 Brosdway.—Ronxrr HeriEn's
Mziange or Movery MinaoLes. Matioee st Two o'Clock,

IRVING HALL, Irving place.—~Tuxo. Tnoxas' Sysrronis
Hoieax,

VAN AMBURGH & C0D'8 MAMMOTH MENAGERIE,

880 and 841 Browdway, —Open from M A, M. Lo 10 P. M,
HIPPOTHEATRON, Fourteenth  strest —Egqrzstnias,

GYMNASTIC AND ACKOBATIO ENTRUTAINCENTS—MOTHIER o031

AMERICAN THEATRE, No. 44 Broadway.—BatLurs,
Pawrominrs, Buntisquis, &o, —Hauvast Hoxe

NOOLEY & CAMPRELL'S MINSTRELS, 199 and 201
Bowgry. —bSonas, Dascus, Bontesques, e, —BLack Brigaos

NEW YORE MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.—
Open from 10 A M. Gll 0 1*. M

VANNUCHI'S MUSEUM, 600 anqu.—l‘lcirlﬂl Wax
Froonus.

New York, Saturday, Febra
s o= e e mmaa ———-
THE SITUATION.
ANl donbs regarding the ocoupation of Branchville,
SBouth Carolina, by General Sherman, is dissipated by the
despatoh of one of our Ford Flsher corrospondeuts.
The announcoment of it capture, supposed on the 8th
insl., afler three days of hard fighting, was brought
to Smithville, N. C., on the 12ih inst., by & eourler who,
&t groal peril, rode across the eouniry with a despatch from
General Sherman to Admiral Porter, Wilmington papers
of the Oth inst. and refugees who have reached Smith-
vilte confirm this statement; and Richmond journals of
‘Wadnesday Insi say their War Departmont has the officjal
of the of Branchville, which
t upon the P of Orangeburg, north
of It, on the rallroad leading to Columbia, by a large foree
of Bherman's infantry; but they do mot menation any
fighting in the vicinity. They report, however, that Kil-
patrick reached s point within Gfieen miles of Augusta,
Ga., on the 10th Instant, and wos attacked by Wheeler,
snd “driven five miles, with considerable loes,” On
Tuesday last, they strts, thore was again & Unlon column
withio & few mile: of Augusta, and, more important
mill, they say that on Wednosday Bherman's ad.
vanoe bad resached the south bank of the Congares,
within & few miles of Columbia, which is situnted on the
worth bank of that river, to which side the rebels had
Tallon back. A battle was cousidered imminont, A ru-
mor was in oclrculstion yesterday, purporting to have
boen ght from Rich d to Annapolis by rel |

ary 18, 1865,

m.—lrn:n Orani—

The transports New York and Leary arrivod st An-
napolis, Md., yesterday from Jamoa river with over
fifteen hundred jonal soldi L d from rebel

captivity.
CONGRESS.

In the Senato yesterday the oredentials of Josoph Se-
gar, Benator eloct from the loyal portion of the State of
Virginis, in place of Mr. Bowden, doceased, were pre-
ponted. Mr. Bumpsr moved to refor them to the Judi-
elary Commities, and, afier a long dissusslon, the motion
was agreed lo. Mr. Bumner offered a joint resoiution,
which was adopiod, declaring that the United Btates can
nover In any way recognize any part of the debt of the
rebel Siates.  The remainder of the seasion, up to eleven
o'clock ai night, was devoted to debate on political ques-
tious and the Naval Appropriation bill. The laller waa
fnally passed, and the SBenate adjourned.

In the House of Represenlatives the Committee on
Elections reported in favor of admitting the rep L
tives from Louisiann and Arkansas Lo seats, but no sction
was taken on tho subject., The Senate Committes have
decided in favor of admitling the Arkansas Senators, and
will 8o report at an early day., Billa for the relief of
Paymaster Brigham, of the srmy, and to extend the
time for the Jetion of certaln ds in Michigan,
were pasged.  In Committee of the Whole the conside-
ration of the bill amendatory of the Internal Revenuo

Brooklyn, wes foubd yesterday in the waler al the fool
of Broad strest, t

In the lower branch of the Logislature of Minnesols
the proposion w0 sirfke oul the word ‘‘white' from the
constitution as a qualification for voling was carriod on
the Tth inst. by & vole of thirty-one yeas to olght nays

The majority of the Jadiclary Commities of the Kea-
tucky Benate have made s report recommending the re-
jeotion of the constituiiooal amendmeat Lo sbolish
slavary.

Tho steamship City of London, Captain Petrie, of the
Inman lins, will sail to-day st noon for Quoenstown and
Liverpool, taking the malls for the United Kingdom and
the Continent, which will close st the Post Otice at hall-
past ton A. M.

Eloven bulldings were burned st Bt Anthony, Minn.,
on the morning of tho 10th inak., by which property o
the amount of iwenty thousand dollars was destroyed.

A collision oocurred botween two freight trains on the
Philadelphia, Wilmington sod Baltimore Railroad sboud
two o'clook on Wednesday morning last. Both loocomo-
tives, tonders snd moveral of the cars upon each traln
were completely smashed. Flour, appleaand produce of
all kinds wore scattered in every direction. Tho regular
through passenger train from New York, due st Wash-
ington al six o'vlock In the morning, was delayed six
hours by the accldent
The Jameson sawmills, at Upper Btillwater, Mo., wore
destroyed by fire on Thuraday night, involving & loss of
two hundred and Ofty thousand dollsrs
The resclution of the Kings county Bapervieors agree-
ing to pay the tnoroased bounties to volunteers has
efscted nothing towards the resumption of recrulting in
Brooklyn, for tho reasom that thore is mo movey with
which to pay the recruits, the onpitalista of the city de-
clining to take the bonds authorised for this purposs. A
number of mon who pressnted thomselvea yestorday for
enlistmont before the provost mambals of the Second
and Third Congressional districts had consequently to be
rofused.

Tho stock market was heavy yeatorday. Governments
werp steady. Gold was inaoctiva, the closin
being 283%.

Thore wia rather more firmnese and buoyancy in com-
mercial circlos yostorday than ou Thursday; but thero
was little inclination to operate, and the markets wero
generally callod dull, whilo prises were Lo s great extent

datine

act wng resumed.  Mr. Boutwell's t to
levy & tax of one-half of one por cent on
all  gales of handi was  debated, and

adopted by & vole of ffty-eight to Ofty-six.
Tho proposition to tax the issues of State banke so high
a# to foree thom out of eir wis rejected ) but an

Cotton was the turn frmer. Pelroleum was
quint bet firm, oxcept crudo, which was nominal. On
'Change the flour market was more active, and an nd-
wvance of 100, a 20c. was establiahod. Wheat was quict,
but irm. Corn and osts ruled dull, but firm. The pork

amendment, that every national banking lon and
Siate bunk or State bunking sssociation pay o tax of ten
per centumm on the amount of any State notes paid out by
them after the 1st of January, 1968, was agrood Lo by &
majority of two. A pew sootion, In cffect taxing all
epocnlative trunsactions in gold twenty per cent, wes
offored by Mr. Stevens, and ndopted by u vote of A[ty-one
to forty-thres. 1L Is believed, however, that neither of
the three last mentionod amendmonts will pass the
House. Several other propositions wers acted on, when
the commitlee rode, the previous question was ordered
| on concurring in the varlous amendments, and the
House adjourned.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the State Scnate yesterday the bill providing for a
publie parade ground in New York was ndopted.  Bills to
amond the charter of Brooklyn, for a pgblic markot in
Now York, and Lo nmend the act providing for the
widening of Fourth avenue, Brooklym, were reported.
Eills were introduced relative to the National Guard;
for a ratlroad in Brosdway; relating to deposits in sav-
ings banks; (or a rallroad in Christopher and otherstroots
In this city; nlso the Harlem and Broadway Railroad,
were introduced.
In the Assembly bills were introduced to | T
the New York and Brookiyn Floating Potroleum Com-
pany; to improve Baltlo siroet, Brooklyn; provid-
Ing for two additional surrogates for the city of New
York; for the regulation of the Fire Department of
this city; also for the cleaning of the streets of New
York nnd Brooklyn. Bills for the Incerporation of
varjous savings banks in this:cily and Brookiyn were
reported; algo & Dbill in relation to tho Marine
Court of the city of New York. Bills to incor-
porate the Spuyten Duyvel and New York Radlroad;
for a mailroad in Grand and other streets; for
& rallrond in Christopher and other streots, und for a
rallrond in Bouth, West and other stresls in New York;
and making the ofice of Register of this city s salaried
office were noliced.
Both Houses |of the Legidature have adjourned, sc-
cording to resolution, until half-past seven o'clock on
Thursday evening, the 23d instant.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.

Union prisonors, to the eoflect that Sherman had been
ohecked and Beanregard killed. The lsttor is possible,
but the former very improbable,

Additiopal daring explolia of the Intrepld young
Oommander Cushing are described in our Fort
Fighor correspondence. On the Bth inst, with about
fifeen men, ko captured the litte town of Shallotte, gur.
riwonnd by one bhundred rebels, held it for several hours,
during which he destroyed large storea of army sup-
plies, provisions and about eighty bales of cotton, and
esoaped without los+. On the night of the I0th kst
bs made a reconnolssance of Cape Fear river,
wotually penstrating ap %0 the wharves of Wil
mmgton, where be remained suficiently long to gain
much  valuable Information. He discoverod the
mobel pirste Chickamauga suok im the channel of the

The 8 inl pgaged in investigating our
¢ty affairs met at half past ten o'clock yesterday fore-
woun, Judge Edmonds and Mr. John MeDopald, counsel
for the Citizens’ Association of the Eighteenth ward, ap-
peared before the ittee, and submitted » paper
charging the Board of Supervisors with having lavolved
the city in debt to the amount of two hunfired and fifty
thousand dollars without authority of law. Superyisor
Tweed was present, and stated that he would be prepared
to meet thase charges on Monday, to which time the fur-
ther consideration of this maiter was ndjourned. The
committee will meot to.day to investigate the affalrs of
the Comptrolier's ofice, and will hold daily sessions until
their labors are concluded.

The Aldermanic C itten on Ordi met yester-
dny o hear partiss on the subject of storing petrolenm in
the city. A number of parties interested in the trade
spoke ag the of an ordl to prevent the
storuge of petroleum, on the ground that it has become
an article of such utility and commerce.

Tne trial of Bernard Friery for tho homicide of Harry

river, Om the next might, with four boats’ erews, he
‘wenk up Lo the robel Fort Anderson, and managed to get
¢lows euough under its walls to hear na oficer, supposed !
to be Gonern! Bragg, haranguing his men on the last
ditch und the last stroke for Southern independonce.
Our Jamen river despatches represcent that, with thn
P of tonal botween Lho batterics
aaod pickets befors Petersburg, the stillness in the armiea
of the Jumes the Polomae remaios undis
turbed., The number of rebel desorters coming into the
Union lines has increased sinee the fallure of the pence
negotiations very considernbly, Not only privates, but
many of Lee's oflcers, are leaving Lim. They say thad

h
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tha general feeling of his army is one of hopolessness;
hat the majority of Lis men are convinced that their
Boulhern confoderacy la a chimers, and would gladly
lay down their arma If they had the opportunity.

"Our Now Orleans despatches publishied in the Hematn
of the 20tk ult. aonounced that General Mejia, the Em-

poror  Maximillan's fer al Mat o%, had
agreed to roturt  to  the rebel authorities In
Toxas all the refugees who made their e
cape from Jefl Davis' despitism (o that State

acroms the Rio Grande into Mexico, We have now the
statament from Calro that General Canby has Informed
Genoral Mejia that If he persista in carrying oul this ar
mangement ho may expord retallation by the taking and
holding of Mexiean officers, man for man, for esch of

| the oceurrence,

Lazarus was brooght to a close last night. The theory
of the defence was that the prisoper wis so grossly in-
wxicated s to be unable to concelve a premeditated design
to commit murder, and three wituosses testified that
Friery hiad been very drunk for several days preceding
After counsel for the prisoner and the
prople bnd summed up Recorder Hollman delivered his
charge, The case was submitted to the jury shortly
bofors eleven, and afler an absence of (ftcen minute

they returned with & verdiol of guMly of murder in the
first degree.  The prisoner did oot appear to be affected
by the result.

The wuit of the Count Joannes against Mr. Horace
Greeloy, for slieged 1ibel in the New York Tridune, was
concluded in the Court of Common Fleas, before Judge
Daly, yesterday. Among the witnesses examined was
Professor Francis Liaber, whose testimony related to the
Count's right to his title of nobility. The jury, after
doliberating about s quarier of an hour, rendored & ver-
diet in favor of the defendant.

The Surrogate yesterday doclded in favor of the clalm
of Johs Cryder for y-nine th 1 dollars for ser-
vices rendered to the late Willlam B Welmore In the
management of hin estate. Mr. Wetmors, who was con-
nected with George Peabody, of London, in business,
leaves an estate of some three millions of dollars. For
some years before his death Mr. Cryder managed all hin
nifirs.

Calonel Baker rot d from Washing yosterday,
and fintely d operntions agaln with the
same vigor that cb torized his p nge on hin firet

onalanght on the swindling bounty brokers and rmacally
bounty jumpers. Three or four brokers charged with
dofrauding recrults out of tholr bounty were summoned
before the Colonel and in each oase compefted Lo dis.

#he omcaped Texans returned to tho rebol officers,

Bands of robel gueriilas have for some days past boen
prowting through the country in the immediate vicinity
of Nasbville and Clarksville, Tennessoo, plundering the
duhabitants and carrying off some of them. On Thars.
day aftornoon about four hundred of these mumuders ap-
peared within six miles of Nashville, and d

gorge.  Mr. L. E Chittendon, late Roglstor of the Trea-
mury, han been appointed judge advocate to try the
bounty jampers,

A respite has been granted in the ease of the Lake
Erie rebel pirate Captain Beall, and he will not be
hanged on Governor's Island to-day, as was st first de.
cldmd.

A man namoed John Moyer was yesterday committed

sevoral wood chopj«f and government employes  Fast
Tennossoo lu sald 10 be at present undisturbod by them,

The case of the 8L Albans raiders ia still undecided by
the Montreal conurt.  After some Argument between the
epposing counsel on Thuraday, furiher procovdings weie
adjournod over Ul Monday next,

We have recclved fles of Nassan papers (o the 11th
Must  The Guardian of the Sth informs un that several
\blocknde ranning steamers had returned o port, having
Besn anable t get into Charleston,  Betwoeon the 6th snd
Abe 11th inel the sleamors Secrot, Dream, Florencs,
Carofine, Chameleon, Vieginia, Hansa and Owl retorned
to Namemu afier unsucconsful efforta to pon the blockade.
¢+ Our @los of lnie rebel nowspapers contain some
Wwory loleresting dinclosures rogarding the corruption

Jo. Davia' Cabinet, and give mn Insight into the

for on the charge of being an extensive
dealer In countorfolta on the g fifty cent notes.
1t is smsd that when arrested ho had about him sixty of
thens bills and & counterfait five dollar Treasury note.

Mary Aon Todd, keeper of an alleged disreputable
house In Groene stroet, died yesterday under olroum-
#tnncos which induced suspicions that she had been pol-
goned; but the facts of tho case eannot be Cully ascer
tinsd until & ehamical analysis of the stomach shall
have been mudh, Owing to remarks made by deceased
Jost provious to her death, & man named Joseph Clapman
wan committed 1o awalt the result of the Coroner's Inves-
tigation.

Four more of the colton flost hnve arrived im our
barbor from Savannah.  They will all discharge st the
goverument grounds st Quaraniine, where large sheds
are belng bullt to receive (ho sotton.

A fire broke oat about twalve o'elock last night in the
basemant of No. 51 Liberty streel, bul was extinguished
belore any,very groat dnmage was done.

The body of a.man, suppesed from papers in his

was quite active, but lower. Beef was stoady,
while lard was firmer. Freighta were quiet, while
whiskoy waa stoady.

Another Sherman Victory—Three Days’
Fighting—Branchville Oaptured.

Branchville wns captured on the 8th instant
by Sherman’s foroes, after three days’ hard fight-
ing. A courier from our army reached Smith-
ville on the 12th, and communicated the news
of the victory to Admiral Porter. The Rich-
mond papers to the 15th make no mention of

the battle, but report Branchville evacuated.
The rebel War Department probably pur-

posely withheld the nnwelccme intelligence of
the disaster from the pablic.

This suocess of General Sherman 8 of great
importance, and the rebels know it well
If Sherman takes Branchville, says the Rich-
mond Hraminer, “he cuts our great railroad
artery, and General Lee will have to gather his
supplies from other quarters than the rich
storehouse of Southwestorn Georgia;” and on
the same day on which this siatement was
printed in Richmond the Senlinel of that city—
the Davis organ—announced that Branchville
had fallen into our hands, and that Sherman
waad already seventeen miles north of it. Thus
two more of the delusions imposed upon the
Southern people are done with. They bad
been told only the day before that Sherman
would find a “lion in his path,” and would be
met by Beauregard with the army that wae
Iately in front of Nashville, under Hood, But
the Sendinel declares that Beauregard and his
army were absent, and that it was impossible
to fight for the possession of the most import-
ant point in South Carolina or even to attempt
it. The Examiner hinted some days ago at
other means of communication with Georgia
besides that by the “great railroad artery,”
and now it admits that there ia no such other
communication at all, and that Georgia and
Richmond are hopelessly separated. Branch-
ville ia a central point between Columbia,
Auguata and Charleston. Columbia has proba-
bly been captured ere this, rendering more
complote the destruction of the enemy’s lines
of communication.

By the articles extracted from the North
Carolina and South Carolina papers we see
what will be the probable effect on the politi-
cal situation of Sherman’s march through the
latter State. We see that it will develop o
more distinet and positive Union sentiment
than even his mareh through Georgia did. The
Ralelgh Progress contrasts his army with the
Southern armies, and says it is not “a loose
mob, prowling on the country to oppress friend
a8 well as foe,”” but is, on the contrary, “an
army of discipline, vigor, action.” It sees
nothing to prevent the junction of Sherman
and Terry at Raleigh and their pormanent lodg-
ment there. It thinks that the rebel Legisle-
ture isin its last session, and that when Sher-
man comes the legislators will run away; but
“the people will stay whore they are,” and
“make the best of it, as the people did in
Savannah.” South Carolina goes even further.
It is declared that the people of that State
“want the best peace they can get, and want It
now.” Even the Charleston Mercury believes
that s majority of the people of South Carolina
“would jump wt peace, with reconstruotion.’
Evidently the rebel rhodomontade Is pretty
well run out, and the end is near.

Tux Orzea Comique.—We notice that a bill
bas been introduced in our Legislature to incor-
porate the Lyric Theatre Association. This we
presume to be the inauguration of the new Opera
Comigue for French operns and vaudevillea
We bave no doubt that this new theatre wil
at once become most fashionable and succeas-
ful. While our present Academy of Musie will
be reserved for the tragic operasof the Italian
school, the Lyric Theatre will be devoted to the
light, sparkling and amusing of
the French sehool, so that the one need not
intorfore with the other, and both will endeavor
to aitract and interest the public.

Too Late—The rebel lsaders at Richmond
with their scheme to arm their slave population.
Thoy have laid it over for the present. They
have Information from Sherman that it comes

#auses of I recont di A

itteo of the !

pocketa to be that of Goorke W. Beaver, of Pacific streat

oo late.

The Conditien of the Metropolis—Some
Reforms Sadly Needed.

New York city is certainly destined to be the
emporium of the world, as it is now the me-
tropolis of this country. Sooner or later, unlese
miraculous objections interpose, the State and
the national Capitols will be removed to this em-
porium. The Legislature has slready sppointed
s commitiee to receive proposals from the
various eities for the location of the capital of
the State, and everybody admits that no other
clty can compete with New York, if our advan-
tages be fairly presented and our suthorities
are as liberal in their as our citizens
wish them to be. Yet, in spite of all this, there
are at least two reforms which must be tho-
roughly and promptly made before this me-
tropolis can do itself justice.

Our stroeta are in a terrible conditlon. One
day we wade knee deep In mud, and the nexi
day we are calling for canoes instead of cars,
and reflecting upon the best means of trans-
forming our omnlbuses into gondolas. If &
cold snap comes the thoroughfares are filled
with hills and mountains of ice, over which
vehicles tumble and toes at » snail’s pags; like
the baggage wagons of Nupoleon crossing the
Alps. Not even the crosswalks are cleared of
ice, and in sloppy weather we have to pay toll
to ragged little boys and girls if we wish to
cross the streots These nuisances
can be easily reformed. If private citlzens can
clean their sidewalks, certainly the Corporation
can clear the crosswalks. As for the carriage
ways, they ought to be cleaned in all weathers.
There i no more senss in leaving the ice and
snow for raing to wush away than there is in
leaving the mud for the winds and sun to dry
up. There is ne want of money; but there is &
groat lack of exeoufive ability, The citizens
pay their high taxes, and would pay them
willingly if they saw the city kept
neat and clean. Other oities are so kept,
without half of our natural facilities and at less
than our annual expenditures. Why should
New York be so far behind the age?

The second reform to which we direct atten-
tion is the sewerage. The sewers below
ground, like the streeis above ground, are in
a horrible mess. They are not graded properly,
or they are in some way obstrnocted, and the
result is that they breed disesse and render
certain distriots almost uninhabitable. The
Herarp office has long suffered from this sewer-
age nuisance, and we hove spent much time
and money in vain attempts to abate it The
evil is where we cannot get at it, and where
the proper authorities onght to get at it and
correct it. This offence is rank; it smells to
heaven; and the offence of our dirty sireeta ia
equally within the cognizance of every citizen. It
is a shame and a disgrace that these malters are
notimmediately reformed. We do not care at this
time to attempt to fasten the responsibility
upon any official or any department, nor do we
believe in investigating committees as a remedy
for the nuisances of which we complain. We
simply state the broad, glaring, apparent facts
that our streots are now very dirty, when they
ought to be clean, and that our sewers now
conduce to disease, when they ought to conduce
to health, If these statements are not regarded,
and these nuisances continue to disgrace the
city, we shall see if somebody or some board
cannot be held to aceount for such delinguen-
cies, Like the farmer in the children’s story,
we first employ good words; then, if they fail,
we try the virtue of sticks and stones.

Ow Asg oN m™E Foe Arts—“Warrmvo
¥or T Houm."—“Last summer,” says that
anclent radioal abolitionist, Willlam Lloyd
Garrison, in his ZLiberalor of the 1Tth in-
stant, “after the public exhibition in this
city (Boston) of Mr. W. T. Carlton’s very
meritorious painting, entitled ‘Watch Meet-
ing, December 31, 1862; or, Waiting for
the Hour'—the hour of emancipation under
the President’s proclamation of January 1,
1863—it was thongbt eminently ftting that
it shonld be purchased by subscription and
presented to President Lincoln as a mark of
personal respect and warm appreciation of his
act, whereby more than three millions of fetters
were broken, and a death-dealing blow was
virtually given to the entire system of chattel
slavery. The list of subscribers was beaded
by Governer Andrew, and composed of some
of our most respected citizens—the sum raised
amounting to five hundred dollars. The paint-
ing was duly forwarded to Washington,” with
an accompanying lelter and this is the Preai-
dent’s reply:—
, Exwcvrive “&mn,'
Wasmyeron, Feb. T \

My Dxar Mr. Gammsos—I have your Rl'rub Iotter of
the 21st of January, and can only beg that you will par-
don the seeming negloct oocasioned by my constant en-
gagrmonta, ﬂn'trﬁ rocoived the spirited and admirable
B o o maima s o vl o coce. PR e e
make my personal acknowledgment of the thoughtful

kindaess of the donors; and waiting for some leisure
hour, I have commitied the discourtesy of not replying

st all.

I hope you will believe that my thanks, though late,
are mosi cordial, and 1 request that yoa will convey them
to those associated with you in this fatioring gone-
rous gift.

I am, very truly, your (riend and servant,

W, Lrovp Garnmos, Esq. A. LINCOLN,

A handsome acknowledgment, and embodying
s neat little joke withal. Old Abe was so well
pleased with this plcture of “Waiting for the
Hour,” that in “waiting for some leisure hour”
to do justice to the subjoct, he cnme very near
forgetting it entirely. He describes his present
a8 “a spirited and admirable painting,” which
in, perhaps, all that the artist could desire; but,
a8 & critio on the art, we are sorry that Old
Abe did not enter into some specifications of
the pecullar merits of the work—a few little
masterly touches, for instance, like those In
his famous letter to that veteran of the drama,
Mr. Hackett, on the merits of Shakspere.
“Whaiting for the Hour,” moreover, is a
rich subject; one upon which the President
might have extended his remarks profita-
bly for the public benefit to halfl &
column, In touching upon & few of his many
anxious days and nights experienced in “wait-
ing for the hour” of some great event or the
news thereof. He might have said that a first
rate pioture of waiting for the hour, if rendered
faithfully, would be one representing old Grand-
“tather Welles fast asleop, or Jeff. Davis in
Richmond sitting muffled up with his trunks
around him, “waiting for the wagon.” We are
certainly disappointed that in this aforesaid
lotter Old Abe did not suggest that “waiting
for the hour” of the emaneipation proslamation
waa like waiting for “the Pope's bull against the
NM‘-"

“ Moxermor Toxsox Comm Anamne.”—The rebel
General Price, raported by the Richmond jour-
nals some time ago as dead and burled in
Arksnzos, it is now said, “ atill lives,” and has
iceft Arkanans on a to Mexico for Kirby
Bmith. Some say it is® colton mission, in which
Price acls as the agont of Swmith; others sup«

"pose that “the old man” has gone to bunt up
Dr. Gwin, in view of a grest Southern secesh
emigration to Sonora. In either event we guess
that Price has “gone to stay,” and that Kirby
Smith and his posse before long will bring up
the rear on the same line of travel.

The Rebel Finances—The Collapse of the
Confederacy.

Already the simple want of money—the
mere fact that there is no money in the coun-
try—has had a very groat influence in breaking
down the rebellion. The failure to pay the few
poldiers that the confederacy bad left after
Sherman’s successes in Alabama has done more
to break up the Southern armies since then
than we have done. It has doubtless cansed a
large share of those desertions that Lee now
promises to forgive if the soldiers will only re-
turn to duty. He promises to forgive, but be
does not even yet promise to pay. One of the
rebel papers laments the want of patriotism
which it sees in the fsot that people in the
confederacy never call the rebel money by
any other name than “irash.” Its worthless-
ness is recognised in more practical and worse
ways than that, and ia so positive that the peo-
ple would apparently as lieve be without it as
to have It. It is not recognized as money, and
the ndisposition to take it has paralyzed all
trade and industry in the South.

But bad as all that has been, the Southern
leaders now propose to make it worse. They
propose at once to throw aside all the flimsy
pretextof a national credit represented by pieces
of paper, and to d clare a forced loan of every-
thing In the Southern States. They indicate &
disposition to give up their disgnises, and to
appear boldly in their real churacters as the
plunderers of a people by a gigantic applica-
tion of the doctrine that property is robbery.
They have no money, but they can make plenty.
But suppose they make it? People tolay re-
quire two hundred dollars in paper for the
specle value of one dollar; to-morrow they will
require three hundred; the next day four,
and 8o on. And now the lenders say this is s
farce. What is the use of all this bother of
buying paper, and printing, snd all that? Let
us come out openly, and take what we want at
once, since we have the power. Buch is their
proposition, aa put forth in the Richmond
Enquirer, to selze all “cotton, tobacco, meat,
forage and negroea”—to kill the goose that
laid the golden egg. And not eatisfied with
that, they propose that fhen all the rebel bonds
should “be taken likewise.” There Is infinitely
little value in rebel bonds as they are, and
these leaders propose to legislate even that
little out of existence.

Aside from all military success or failure,
this proposition is the collapse of the rebellion.
1t is an acknowledgment of the repudiation of
the rebel cause by the Southern people: &
declaration that those people bave no faith in
the cause and no hope from it, and wiil notsup-
port it nor give it the means of subsistence,
except under the same compulsion that would
induce them to give to the highwayman. Itis
a declaration of war made by the rebel leaders
against the Southern people and their property,
and a clalm that governments are not made for
the people, but the people for the government.
The condition that it indicates assures us that
the end of the siruggle is near, and the effect it
will have upon cultivation must prove the last
ounce to the dreadfully overladen rebel cause,

GENERAL LER'S APPEAL TO THR DESERTERS.—
The rebel General Lee bas issued an order to

_his army, calling back the siray sheep to the

fold, and promising pardon to all deserters who
return to thelr commands within sixty days.
On three previous occasions Jeff. Davis issued
a manifesto of a similar character, but appar-
ently without any effect; for, so far from the
stragglers avalling themselves of the proffered
clemency, Davis was compelled to admit, in
one of his remarkable speeches in Georgin,
that two-thirds of the rebel army were absent
without leave—that is te say, deserters. No
sooner does General Lee obtain supreme com-
mand than he insinuates the same fact. If that
wns true which Davis asserted then—and we
cangot doubt its authority—it Is far more so
now, becanse we know that deserters are com-
ing into our lines at all quarters in vast num-
bers. They are arriving at General Grant's
lines by bundreds every day. Each steamer
arriving from City Point brings numbers of
them to Washington eager to take the oath of
allegiance. In the Shenandouh valley they are
flocking into Sheridan’s lines; while in Georgia
and the two Carolinas the spread of “loyalty”
is immense ; it bas, in fact, become contagions
gince the transit of Sherman through those
States,

General Lee evidently foels the effect of de-
sertion most materially in his own thinned
ranks. He does not.appear to know how his
own army stands; for he complains that its
efliciency and discipline is greatly impaired “by
men leaving their proper commands to join
others in which they find service more agree-
able,” thus showing the utter demoralization
which exista in his army. Perhaps it may be
found that the more agreeable service is that of
the United States. It is evident from this order
ot General Lee's, and the previous manifestoes
of Jeff. Davia, that the rebel armies are melting
away, and with them all chances of the “con-
federacy.” Even if the hopeless financial con-
dition of the Bouth, the absence of money, of
war malériel, the effectual shutting out of
blockade runners, with supplies frem abroad
which cannot be procured at home, do not
speedily cause a collapse in Rebeldom, General
Lee may soon find bimself without an army
to enter upon “the campaign about to open,”
of which he speaks in his late order.

Disframchisement of Desorters.
vGoera, Me., Feb 17, 1908,
The Malne Houss of Ropresastatives have passed a
resolution previding for an d tof the
tion of this state disfranchising desortors and absenters
from military drafta

The Case of the 8¢, Albans Railders.
Mowrneat, Feb, 16, 1865,

The 1 for the p stated 1o day that more

witnesses were axpeoted ; bul that he would not delay the
case, sa he considered that the orime of robbery was Mully
proved aginat Thurr and Tranios, and quoted authorities
to ahow that all the prisoners were equally guilty. e

dod that the pe was entitled 1o o warrant
for the exiradition of tho prissners He intended to
awail the argumont of the defonce on Monday, snd it
would be the privilege of the prosecutor for the Crown tn
roply to the defencr.

The connssl for (e defence denied that the prosocutor
for the Crown had any right to sum up the onse, as the
roal proseautor was Lhe United Blats.

The Judge considered that the Crown had the right to
raply, and that whatever the A for the d had

RICHMOND.

Exchange of Prisoners of

Mr. 8. Cadwallader's Despatech.
Crry Pourr, Feb. 16, 1568,

for president of the court that [ am aware of.

FIUBONERS EXCTANGED,
The George Leary passed down the James river yes-
terday, londed with exchanged Union soldiers bound
for Anpspolis. The New York will
to-day. Lieutenans Colonel Mulford

Alken's Landing to bri
nfer or

ﬂthlr.l!l.ld“
mmm

E
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The friends of Major Ru

Btate of New York, will mourn to

February 9—I think st Danville,

agreed upon and armnged for

weeks longer ho would bave been restored to

freedom.

Mr. William H. Merriam's Despatoh.

ARTMENT OF V)
e o i Juns, Tob. 16 M. }
FEBLING AND BENTIMENTS OF LEB'S ARNY.

For several daye since the results of the late abortive
peace negotistions have come to be kpown in Lee's
army, and the offect upon the rebel soldiery ascerinined,
I have been an attentive listener at the office of Colonel
Manning, Provost Marshal General of the Army of the
James, to the views, wishes and opinions of the very
large number of deserters coming dully within our linea,
elicited and reduced to writing as they pusson dowa
to Bermuda Hundred, and thence to their new homes
in the North. The class of soldiers now deseriing ihe
rebel canst In scores every day is far better, physically
and intsllectually, than any I have ever before peen.
They all tell the same doleful story of discourage-
ment and disgust at being compelled to look forward te
another and utterly hopeless campaign, whorein thele
tivea will be gagrified without stint, there being not ke
slightest bope of achieving Southern independence or
anything olse save death. The assurance is givem by
these men, without exception, that the armies of the cun-
( y are animnted by this feeli -lnnl;::“::::

3 o of these

:loyl.:r%tn;sr.t‘s:g 111?: i’nrt bol?:‘u thore wore twelve baye-
nets in his regiment, all b g been purposely thpews
away in battle to avold being sent Into charges.

wards hnm?:nrs:gr% officers and mea o
:;&ented ::dsruliznuhrming. In one instance recently
nine robel officors for their Southern bomes, seven of
whom it was alleged by a rebel Leutenant, who deserted
yesterday to our lines, would nover return to duty.

The much vaunted meetings of the re

oy  truthful exproasions

p
are in no

fealings of the soldiory, If the statoments of the
Influx of deserters may be rolied upon, I‘nrmunaa.ll
the Fifteenth Virginin command, numbering less
two hundred and fifty men, five men really volod resolu-
tiona looking to a continuance of the war, The rost were
known by thelr brothera in the ranks to be not enly lop

eace, but for an immediate laying down of thaoir

the Seventeenth Virginia reg an official
actually issued directing one of the companiea 10 pasa
war redolutions. These fucts show for hewselves the
trus state of feeling in the rebel ranks.  The conclusien
Ls irresistible that the rebellion lterally arlrfmhnlh
ol and n few months more, st lopgest, will witness lis
h::].nl&lon forever, »
THE OBSTROCTIONS (¥ TOR JAMES RIVER,

It has bean discovered that, previous to
tampt of the rebel rams to come down the Jsmes, the
obstructions had been several limes sounded

llnu{ and twice since the greal scare, 1 woul
R-om his that & necessity exists for the more tho
pleketing of the Jumea river in that vicinity.
night attempts have becn mado by the rebels to
the pilol boat lost by ithem near the obsiruckons
time siooe.

™
l.h? o plod descent of the Ji o
recent silem -
Drewry, which was tolally blown ? W
injured seversly by ome of our Moniors,

itoly smashing o one of her

tchell {# (n command of the
he will soon be succeeded b;ws-m
created n rebel sdmirnl. I'should ihe
Virginia ia sald to be the most formidable ofll that the
rebols now have afloat, She is plated eighl Inshes for-
ward and six aft,

KICRANGE OF PRIBONWRA,

Yeaterday Colonel Mulford, United States agent

exchange of prisoners, effectod an of

exchange
of cleven hundred, snd to-day will mﬂ
dred more. This tnﬂmp{h officer vow make
short work of all this business.
. Geo “lhckl bas been announced ss Medi-
urgeon rge ey hans
eal Director of the Department of Virginia, in place of
Surgeon Charles MoCormick, relieved by orders from ibe
War Department. .
The Press Despateh.
Wasmxaros, Feb. 17, 1088
Information from the Army of the Potomac states that
the despatch of the 10th inst., anpouncing the executien
of James L. Hicks, was a mistake, as his sentonce was
pended by the P until further onders.
All is quiot In the Army of the Polomae.
Occazional artillery duels, however, lake place betweoen
the batteries near the Appomatiox.
Deserters from the rebel army have beem quito nume-

rous for kome time past, no less than Lwenty.-five
within our lines on Wedneaday morning.

ey
thelr usual dirty, ragged and hungry a Their
f;‘r..:: on iiiace: Aiways la; \Whare can wa got
Aouvmm commenced on Tuesday night, which
threatened to coutinue some time,
Generals Humphireys and Wilcox bave lofi on short
leaves of to come North,

Irattan Orana. —The Academy was filled last night with
an audience ns large io numbers and ng fashiopable im
appearance as we bave seen there Ml svasom. The
sttraction was the fOrst production in some years of
Ermani. Tho opera was admirably performed, and was
recelved with very marked evidence of approbation.
Zuechl, who was moat cordially recelved sfter her recont
indisposition, sang and scted the réle of Elvira with thal
fidelity and dramatic force which render ber inlerpreia-
tions of such parts delightfal. The Ernani of Maccaferri
Joeceived a very cordial mck dgmend of app 'l
The cast included Busini and Bellinl, the Iatter rendering
Carlo Q wptho avid tisfaction of the audience.
The grand flnale in the third act was enthusiastioally
meored, and all the arlista were called before the curtain
at the close of each ack. From the manner in which this
opers was produced and recolved last night it may
become

H

On Tuesdny
of Lo For:a del Destino wan (o be givon on an
;ﬁt vuk& :h‘ a lh:“mm mw:n_ of ot
urehi, an e freqn. T L
balle of late have somewhat retasded the rohoareals, we
%Imlly think it can bly be dny.
L

on of this opera, w!
B T Y e seived s gy st e et
and na Mr. Maretack is v
in an nmexosptionable it in o thak Friday

mannet,
will be the earliest time al which we may elr«l A%
the mating to.day Lucia di Lammermoor will be givem,
with Mre. Jonny Van Zands aud Massimilian, the mdhplo‘
sitlon of Miss Kellogg preventing her from appearing
Fra [Kavolo, ne announesd.

Wixrsn Ganoex—A Hawiwr Marinee —Today there

wen principally
:ﬂiﬂnu who canset attend the play at night. The per
formance will ba Wse xame in all respects as the regular
evoning perfortaamee, including the whole strongih of
the admirable east. There will be also, no doubt, the
aame brilliani sssemblage of city Indies that has made
the opera mutfing & ko pleasant & foature n metmpolitan
life. The doars will opon st one P. M. and the perform-
ance will begin at Lalf-past one. A8 it 8 Impoksible that
atiy man could play & part like Hamiet Lo in the same
day, thera will, of course, be no parforinance at night

Trrnnone Toosas' SysroN gornee. —The third symm.
phonis ssiris of Theodore Thomea takes place this even-
Ing ut Trving Hall. The apnouncoment, we pn-:umo. n
sufficiont te seoure & large audience, the
these enteriainments being alrondy fully known and ap-

Miss Adelnide Phillipps and Me. 8 B. Mile

—e

to my, the Court would hear him,
The Judge wished for some dolny 2o as to bave a e
Yimo for reflection.

Tha nause waa then adiourned ynul Monday

.'..;.;.am The selections are from the bost worke

inant German ! , Including B on,
;‘1‘,;: fpohir and Raff  The house will undoubtedly, w8
l“m‘ be crowded thin avoening




